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02 Course Description: 

 

As stated in the approved study plan. 

 

This course is intended to provide public administration graduates an overview of public agency 

budgeting and financial management.  Public agency budgets are the means by which public 

resources are allocated and, as such, are central to the role of government.  The course will provide 

an overview of the budget process, including the players and the strategies they employ, as well as 

provide students with the practical skills involved in understanding, analyzing and preparing budgets.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

02 Course aims and outcomes:  

 

A- Aims: 

 

The goals of the course are to: 

 

 Achieve an understanding of the central role that budgets play in the systems of government. 

 

 Develop the skills needed to be an effective participant in the budget process, including cost 

analysis, revenue and expenditure estimation and preparation of budget justification. 

 

 Familiarize students with several other important financial management activities including 

cash management, investing, capital budgeting and public sector borrowing.   

 

 Introduce some of the issues particular to budgeting in a nonprofit organization. 

 

 

B- Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs):  

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

 

 To know the historical context, legal issues and economic theories underlying current 

practices.   

 To have a broad understanding of public finance issues.   

 To identify budget issues in work situations.  

 To have a better understanding of the critical factors involved in budget decision making and 

improve students’ ability to communicate effectively in this arena.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

00. Topic Outline and Schedule: 

 

 

Week Lecture Topic 
Teaching 

Methods*/platform 

Evaluation 

Methods** 
References 

1 

1.1 

 Overview and 

Introduction to 

Public Financial 

Management. 

 Lecturing on 

Microsoft Teams 

Platform; also 

variably using the 

following methods:  

Readings, class 

discussion, in-class 

exercises, brief 

papers, a cost 

analysis and a 

budget 

justification.     Quizz/ participation  

 A compiled 

material by 

instructor, 

see reference 

below  

1.2  Not applied       

1.3  Not applied       

2 

2.1 

 Society, State, 

and Public 

Finance 

 Lecturing on 

Microsoft Teams 

Platform; also 

variably using the 

following methods:  

Readings, class 

discussion, in-class 

exercises, brief 

papers, a cost 

analysis and a 

budget 

justification.    

 Midterm 

Exam/Participation/.

Final Exam   

 A compiled 

material by 

instructor, 

see reference 

below 

2.2  Not applied       

2.3  Not applied       

3 

3.1 

 Society, State, 

and Public 

Finance 

 Lecturing on 

Microsoft Teams 

Platform; also 

variably using the 

following methods:  

Readings, class 

discussion, in-class 

exercises, brief 

papers, a cost 

analysis and a 

budget 

justification.    

 Midterm 

Exam/Participation/.

Final Exam   

 A compiled 

material by 

instructor, 

see reference 

below 

3.2  Not applied       

3.3  Not applied       

4 4.1 

 Public 

Financial 

Management and 
The emergence 

of a new 

approach 

 Lecturing on 

Microsoft Teams 

Platform; also 

variably using the 

following methods:  

Readings, class 

 Midterm 

Exam/Participation/.

Final Exam   

 A compiled 

material by 

instructor, 

see reference 

below 



discussion, in-class 

exercises, brief 

papers, a cost 

analysis and a 

budget 

justification.    

4.2  Not applied       

4.3  Not applied       

5 

5.1 
 Public 

Financial 

Management and 
The emergence 

of a new 

approach 

 Lecturing on 

Microsoft Teams 

Platform; also 

variably using the 

following methods:  

Readings, class 

discussion, in-class 

exercises, brief 

papers, a cost 

analysis and a 

budget 

justification.    

 Midterm 

Exam/Participation/.

Final Exam   

 A compiled 

material by 

instructor, 

see reference 

below 

5.2  Not applied       

5.3  Not applied       

6 

6.1 

 The Government 

Budget 

 Lecturing on 

Microsoft Teams 

Platform; also 

variably using the 

following methods:  

Readings, class 

discussion, in-class 

exercises, brief 

papers, a cost 

analysis and a 

budget 

justification.    

 Midterm 

Exam/Participation/.

Final Exam   

 A compiled 

material by 

instructor, 

see reference 

below 

6.2  Not applied       

6.3  Not applied       

7 

7.1 

 Welfare 

Economics and 

Public Finance 

 Lecturing on 

Microsoft Teams 

Platform; also 

variably using the 

following methods:  

Readings, class 

discussion, in-class 

exercises, brief 

papers, a cost 

analysis and a 

budget 

justification.    

 Midterm 

Exam/Participation/.

Final Exam   

 A compiled 

material by 

instructor, 

see reference 

below 

7.2  Not applied       

7.3  Not applied       

8 

8.1 Mid Term Exam   -  -   

8.2  Not applied       

8.3  Not applied       



9 

9.1 

 Welfare 

Economics and 

Public Finance 

  Lecturing on 

Microsoft Teams 

Platform; also 

variably using the 

following methods:  

Readings, class 

discussion, in-class 

exercises, brief 

papers, a cost 

analysis and a 

budget 

justification.    

 Participation/.Final 

Exam   

 A compiled 

material by 

instructor, 

see reference 

below 

9.2  Not applied       

9.3  Not applied       

10 

10.1 

 Taxes, 

Expenditures 

and Debt 

  Lecturing on 

Microsoft Teams 

Platform; also 

variably using the 

following methods:  

Readings, class 

discussion, in-class 

exercises, brief 

papers, a cost 

analysis and a 

budget 

justification.    

 Participation/.Final 

Exam   

 A compiled 

material by 

instructor, 

see reference 

below 

10.2  Not applied       

10.3  Not applied       

11 

11.1 

 Taxes, 

Expenditures 

and Debt 

  Lecturing on 

Microsoft Teams 

Platform; also 

variably using the 

following methods:  

Readings, class 

discussion, in-class 

exercises, brief 

papers, a cost 

analysis and a 

budget 

justification.    

 Participation/.Final 

Exam   

 A compiled 

material by 

instructor, 

see reference 

below 

11.2  Not applied       

11.3  Not applied       

12 12.1 

 Taxation, 

Production, and 

Redistribution 

  Lecturing on 

Microsoft Teams 

Platform; also 

variably using the 

following methods:  

Readings, class 

discussion, in-class 

exercises, brief 

papers, a cost 

analysis and a 

budget 

justification.    

 Participation/.Final 

Exam   

 A compiled 

material by 

instructor, 

see reference 

below 



12.2  Not applied       

12.3  Not applied       

13 

13.1 

 Taxation, 

Production, and 

Redistribution 

  Lecturing on 

Microsoft Teams 

Platform; also 

variably using the 

following methods:  

Readings, class 

discussion, in-class 

exercises, brief 

papers, a cost 

analysis and a 

budget 

justification.    

 Participation/.Final 

Exam   

 A compiled 

material by 

instructor, 

see reference 

below 

13.2  Not applied       

13.3  Not applied       

14 

14.1 

 Incidence of 

Taxation 

  Lecturing on 

Microsoft Teams 

Platform; also 

variably using the 

following methods:  

Readings, class 

discussion, in-class 

exercises, brief 

papers, a cost 

analysis and a 

budget 

justification.    

 Participation/.Final 

Exam     

14.2 

 Not applied     

 A compiled 

material by 

instructor, 

see reference 

below 

14.3  Not applied       

15 

15.1  Final Exam   -  -   

15.2  Not applied       

15.3  Not applied       
 

 Teaching methods include: Synchronous lecturing/meeting; Asynchronous lecturing/meeting 

 Evaluation methods include: Homework, Quiz, Exam, pre-lab quiz…etc 

 

02 Evaluation Methods:  

 

Opportunities to demonstrate achievement of the ILOs are provided through the following assessment 

methods and requirements: 

 

Evaluation Activity Mark Topic(s) 

Period 

(Week) Platform 

Midterm Exam   

 30 

 Society, State, and 

Public Finance 

Society, State, and 

Public Finance 

Public Financial 

Management and The  Week 8   



emergence of a new 

approach 

Welfare Economics 

and Public Finance 

The Government 

Budget 

Participation   
 30  All topics  

 Through the 

semester    

 Final Exam  

 40 

 Society, State, and 

Public Finance 

Society, State, and 

Public Finance 

Public Financial 

Management and The 

emergence of a new 

approach 

Welfare Economics 

and Public Finance 

The Government 

Budget  

Taxes, Expenditures 

and Debt  

Taxation, Production, 

and Redistribution 

Incidence of Taxation   Week 15   

 

 

 

02 Course Requirements (e.g: students should have a computer, internet connection, webcam, 

account on a specific software/platform…etc):  

 

 

Full attendance, participation and taking exams through decided platform (Microsoft Teams).  

 

 

02 Course Policies: 

 

A- Attendance policies: 

Students are not allowed to miss more than 15% of the classes during the semester. Failing to meet 

this requirement will be dealt with according to the university disciplinary rules. 

B- Absences from exams and submitting assignments on time: 

Makeup exam ONLY with excuse approval by the Assistant Dean for Student Affairs 

C- Health and safety procedures: 

As per university regulations 

D- Honesty policy regarding cheating, plagiarism, misbehavior: 

All actions of academic dishonesty, including – but not limited to – cheating, plagiarism,… etc. during 

exams, using mobile phones during exams, or helping other students in such actions will be dealt with 

strictly according to university regulations. 

E- Grading policy: 

By instructor since exams are conducted on campus  

F- Available university services that support achievement in the course: 

Microsoft Teams Platform  

 

 



02 References:  

 

 

A- Required book(s), assigned reading and audio-visuals: 

The main reference for the class is A compiled Material on Fiscal Administration: Analysis and 

Applications for the Public Sector compiled by Instructor. From:  

(1)Public Management and Administration, Third Edition, Owen E. Ghes 

(2)Public Finance by Harvey S. Rosen: Princeton University 

CEPS Working Paper No. 80 : 2002. 

(3)Taxation Principles and Theory : Foundations of Taxation Law' ; Chapter1 

 (4)Public Financial Management For practitioners in developing countries; by Rebecca Simson, Natasha 

Sharma & Imran Aziz, December 2011 

========================================================= 
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SIGMA.www1.worldbank.org/publicsector/pe/oecdpemhandbook.pdf 

 World Bank (2001) ’Features and Functions of Supreme Audit Institutions. PREM 
Notes. Washington, DC: World Bank. 
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